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‘LET US GO

FORWARD
TOGETHERY?’

WHEN THE NEWS BROKE, all of Israel was shattered. The

nation wept. Everyone covered their faces in unimaginable grief.
For 331 days, Jews and Christians around the world had prayed
tirelessly, grasped onto hope, rallied and marched, gazed at faces
on photos and listened to the tearful calls from family members
for the hostages to be returned. Six gunshots put a cruel end
to that hope.

On Sunday, September 1, we found out that Hamas had exe-
cuted six hostages. Ori Danino, Carmel Gat, Hersh Goldberg-
Polin, Alex Lobanov, Aimog Sarusi and Eden Yerushalmi had all
been murdered in cold blood. Six precious souls, malnourished
and terrified, had been led to the gaping mouth of a terror tunnel
located in what used to be a child’s room in an ordinary residen-
tial apartment in Gaza. The last images of daylight the hostages
saw would have been the cheerful paintings of Mickey Mouse and
Snow White on the walls and stuffed toys scattered around the
rubble of where children used to sleep. Then came the unimag-
inable as the Hamas terrorists forced the hostages into the depths
of darkness where they were shot at point-blank range.

— S R GRS

A vigil held for the six hostages that Hamas murdered

Lev Radin/shutterstock.com

| was in the United Kingdom when | heard the news and my
heart sank. | had personally listened to Hersh Goldberg-Polin’s
mother, Rachel, share about her son. For me—as for millions oth-
ers—she became a representative of the agony of so many fami-
lies that had been torn apart. As | travelled with our United
Kingdom national director through England, Wales and Scotland
to speak and share, | saw tears and shock on the faces of so many
Christians as | unpacked the horrors that started on October 7
and continue to this day. Missiles, terror attacks, fighting in
Gaza and the never-ending threats from Hezbollah and Iran have
become a brutal reality for Israel. Since October 7, 2023, the en-
emies of Israel have launched over 20,000 missiles at its cities to
terrorize every living soul.

In Edinburgh, a tearful Christian woman pointed to the yellow
bracelet on my wrist, inscribed with the clarion call on every
Israeli heart: “Bring Them Home Now.” “Them,” of course, refers
to the plight of the 101 hostages still imprisoned in Gaza. When
she asked where she could obtain such a bracelet, | quickly took
mine off and handed it to her. She treasured it close as she
pledged, “I will pray for Israel every day.”

I’'ve worn that bracelet every day since October 7, 2023, and
without it, | felt strangely naked. Bracelets, pins and dog tags
have all become common sights in Israel as people refuse to for-
get and give up hope for the hostages to be returned. In a tiny na-
tion where everyone lives as one big family, the hostages are not
unknown figures. They are sons, daughters, mothers, fathers,
grandparents, uncles and aunts.

Throughout our trip, | encountered Christians who were hun-
gry for information on Israel, and | unpacked as much as | could
everywhere | went. | spoke of God’s covenant with Israel, how He
was regathering the Jewish people back to the Land and the im-
mense challenges the nation faces. At every church | spoke,
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Christians voiced support. Some

S wiped away tears, others recall-
ed past trips to the Land and
many asked me to “hug the first
Israeli | saw” to share the truth
that Christians love Israel.
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REV.PETER FAST

INTERNATIONAR | had a similar experience

during my trip to South Africa in
May. Whether it was at a pastors’
round table discussion in Cape
Town and Durban, preaching in
churches or meeting with Jewish
community leaders, people were
eager to learn what is happening
in Israel and find out more about
Bridges for Peace’s work.

When it comes to Israel, the
scale of misinformation or com-
plete ignorance among the inter-
national audience is staggering. |
met many people who know they
are not receiving an accurate picture from CNN or BBC, but sim-
ply lack the ability to find trusted sources. | get to direct them to
Bridges for Peace’s news articles or to Israel Unfiltered, an inves-
tigative interview series on October 7 and the ensuing war that we
launched recently.

Peter Fast on a speaking
tour in the UK

Despite the ongoing pain and suffering in Israel and the critical
need for the people of Gaza to be liberated from the stranglehold
of Hamas, | do see God on the move and at work in the lives of
Christians around the world. This gives me hope. | believe God

has called Christians to pray and comfort the people of Israel. |
also believe God has called Christians to pray and comfort the
people of Gaza, for the evil of Hamas to be eradicated and for
God to wash them with His Spirit. | believe the entire region needs
an outpouring of the presence of the Lord.

However, there remains a real evil which comes against what
God loves and that which is central to His covenantal plan: Israel.
This darkness seeks to destroy Israel and every Jewish person in
the world. Like in biblical times, these forces have marshalled
great armies and nations against Israel. Regiments of these
armies even march through the streets of cities such as London,
Paris, Toronto and New York.

In the face of such evil, we as Christians must stand together
as a light for Israel. We must choose life and raise our voices if we
are to declare that we are the followers of the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. | recall the words of UK Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, who rallied the free world against Nazi tyranny during
World War II: “Let us go forward together!” We are in a war of ma-
jor dimensions (Eph. 6:12). We cannot remain quiet. Action is re-
quired. Please consider a gift to our Crisis Assistance Fund
to bless the people of Israel with your voice, support and
light (Gen. 12:3).

Give Now
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israelunfiltered.tv
With urgency,
Rev. Peter Fast
International CEO

OEA0)

= ®:

BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your Israel Connection...

Crisis Assistance Fund

OuUS$50 OIUS$100 DUS$200 CIUS$500 DCIUS$1,000 OIUS $ (Other)

Payment Options

Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on
“Donate>Bless Israel.”

VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX

GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $

IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $
NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $

Name on card

Card number

CWV code (3 digit number on back of card)

INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC PROJECTS FUND CHEER BASKET US $25/basket
Expires Today’s date
uss$ SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/kit S
ignature
FOOD PROJECT Us $ HOME REPAIR Us $ .
Contact Information
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment) VICTIMS OF TERROR US $ Name
US $65/month DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $ Address
FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment) CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $ City
State/Region
US $65/month ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $ Code
US $ one-time gift ZEALOUSS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $ Country
PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift) VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $ Telephone ( )
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY FUND VEHICLE FUND US $ Emai
Uss SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $ | will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.

ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year commitment)

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO

| also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.
| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future

Minimum US $150/month generations.
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) US $45 (or any size gift) PROJECT Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
OF US$ programs.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND LS $ Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $ TOTAI_ $ and address(es) are attached.
HOLOGAUST SURVIVORS US $ Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency By filling in this contact form | give permission to receive

equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

communication from Bridges for Peace International and my
national office.

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: PO Box 1093, Jerusalem, Israel 9101001 e Tel: 02-624-5004 e intl.office@bridgesforpeace.com



