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Publications: The bimonthly Dispatch from Jerusalem, the monthly in-depth study 
of the Israel Teaching Letter and the weekly e-mailed Israel Current News Update 
with Prayer Focus. To subscribe, sign up on the front page of our website at 
www.bridgesforpeace.com 

Chai (Life) Night Prayer and Study Groups: A monthly intercessory prayer program for 
groups desiring to “pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Ps. 122:6).

Bridge-building Projects: Promote better Christian–Jewish understanding and support 
for Israel at the local and regional levels around the world. Projects offered include 
Hebrew classes, film series, Israel awareness programs, speakers bureaus and 
study seminars.

Bible Study Tours in Israel: Bridges for Peace provides a variety of travel opportunities 
and lectures to help you or your tour group gain a deeper understanding of Israel. 
(See page 28 for current tours).

Discovery Groups: Groups have the opportunity to serve with us for a period of one to 
four days.

Short-term Service: A wonderful opportunity for Christians to build sincere relation-
ships by volunteering to serve as short-term staff assisting Israel’s poor.

Operation Ezra Projects: Through our food bank, food gifts are distributed to help 
Israel’s needy.

Project Rescue/Project Tikvah (Hope): These programs help the poorest Jews in the 
countries of the Diaspora. 

ZEALOUS8:2: This branch of Bridges for Peace aims at reaching and impacting the 
young adult generation (18–30) with the message of God’s plan and purpose for the 
nation of Israel (www.zealous82.com).

For more information, contact any of our national offices. We are also available to help 
you plan activities in your area. When you come to Israel, we would like to meet you 
or speak to your group. Please contact us in advance to visit our International Head-
quarters and Outreach Center in Jerusalem.

Join us in practical expressions to bless Israel by becoming an active bridge-builder and 
participating in fulfilling biblical prophecy through the following educational and humanitarian 
programs of Bridges for Peace.
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 Dispatch from Jerusalem
The Dispatch from Jerusalem is Bridges for Peace’s 
signature publication presenting positive news and per-
spectives  from Israel to encourage understanding and 
support for the Jewish people and the Land of Israel.
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worldwide through practical assistance, volunteer 
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Reclaiming Zionism
Zionism has become a dirty word spat out of the mouths of those who 
hate Israel and/or the Jewish people. But like with so many innocent 
terms, the word Zionism was hijacked and its original meaning distort-
ed into something distasteful. The time has come to reclaim Zionism 
and restore it to its original, biblical meaning.

By Kate Norman
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The Land of the Bible Cleansed of the People of the Bible
The UN recently passed a resolution demanding an Old City of 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria free of Jews. They lauded the motion 
as “historic.” The world body should remember it isn’t the first to 
attempt something as “historic” as rendering locations Judenrein. 
Still, there’s a marked difference between the UN’s effort and the 
Nazis’ endeavor.

By Ilse Strauss

Beep, Beep, Boom
Israel’s excellence in military innovation, mastery of intelligence gath-
ering and covert spy missions—with plots only Hollywood could imag-
ine—are central to the preservation and security of the state. But in 
the world of espionage, few operations have matched the daring and 
ingenuity of Israel’s alleged attack on Hezbollah.

By Nathan Williams

When Sirens Sound: Christians Saving Lives in Israel
MDA, Israel’s national ambulance and emergency medical services, 
paid a heavy price in the October 7 attack. Hamas destroyed 14 ambu-
lances and murdered 11 MDA personnel. Looking to the future, MDA 
urgently needed help replenishing the lost resources—and Christians 
from around the world answered that call for assistance.

By Zoë McHenry

Taking Our Place in the Tsunami of Antisemitism
The time has come for every Christian to humbly take his or her place 
with confidence—in the midst of the current tsunami of antisemitism—
in standing with Israel and the Jewish people. Though we are a minor-
ity today, we know God will have the victory and Israel will be exalted 
among the nations.

By Don James

Achieving the Impossible
David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister, once said “If an ex-
pert says it can’t be done, get another expert.” These words perfect-
ly express the mindset held by the founders of the modern State of 
Israel. This is the story of the untried experts tasked with producing 
the weapons Israel needed to win the War of Independence. 

By Janet Aslin

Faith in Abundance
Just over one year ago, Israel was plunged into the dark night of war. 
Psalm 121:4 describes God as the Guardian of Israel who watches 
over this Land and its people without slumbering or sleeping. I am 
thankful that the God of Israel is alive and active, and that He is still 
reaching out to the people of Israel with love and care..

By Rebecca J. Brimmer
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“IT LOOKS like an apocalyptic film!” The Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) battalion commander standing next to me mur-
mured these words almost to himself as we peered at the 
gruesome landscape stretched out before us: the charred 
shells of burned-out and bullet-riddled cars as far as the eye 
could see. He caught my eye and said with great sadness, “I 
still can’t believe it happened.” I gave him a hug, after which 
we continued gazing upon the endless rows of eerie remind-
ers of the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023. 

Israel brought over 1,200 vehicles destroyed in the attack 
to Tkuma near the Gaza border. Here, they put the eerie rem-
nants on display for the world to witness the violence com-
mitted on that black day. Every car tells a horrific story of 
murder, bloodshed and violence. 

Standing in front of the display is like surveying a giant 
crime scene. You can see the evidence of bullets tearing 
through windscreens, while hundreds of bullet holes bear tes-
timony to family vehicles being machine-gunned. Then there 
are the burnt wreckages of ambulances and shuttle buses 
that exploded upon the impact of RPG missiles. 

I recalled in the days after October 7, 2023 seeing the 
footage of bodies—bloodied and burned—strewn along High-
way 232 alongside an endless path of burning or ransacked 
cars after Hamas terrorists ambushed the unsuspecting driv-
ers. Gazing at the graveyard of cars at Tkuma, that footage 
now came rushing back in a raw, grief-stricken moment as I 
stood silently next to the IDF commander.
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Since October 7, I have walked through the destruction of 
Kibbutz Be’eri and Kfar Aza numerous times, witnessing 
piles of rubble, charred remains of homes and the scatt- 
ered debris of children’s toys and bicycles. I have stared at 
hundreds of pictures of murdered victims at Re’im, the place 
of the Nova festival, and moved among the trees with a bro-
ken heart at the sight of memorials placed by families. I have 
listened to the heroic stories of survivors who fled from terror-
ists, soldiers who fought desperately and those who saved 
hundreds. I have held sobbing mothers and fathers in my 
arms and cried as they spoke of their murdered children.

One year has now passed. Israel observed the commem-
oration with tears and determination to press forward with 
strength and unity as the war continues to rage in Gaza and 
now also in Lebanon. Israelis will tell you that every day feels 
like October 7, yet the clarion call, am Yisrael chai (the people 
of Israel live) continues to resound. 

Days before the one-year commemoration, Israel experi-
enced another ballistic missile attack from Iran. The Islamic 
Republic fired 400 missiles, with just over 180 making it into 
Israel. Interceptions lit up the night sky as the majority of 
these deadly missiles were shot down. Millions of Israelis ran 
to bomb shelters, praying to God and huddling with their fam-
ilies. As I was abroad in Japan, my wife comforted our terri-
fied children alone in our safe room, praying with them and 
reading books while the sirens screamed. Yet Israel wit-
nessed a miracle from God. Not one Israeli was killed! Once 
again, the God of Israel demonstrated His mercy and power 
to Israel and the world.

Israel remains in deep trauma and pain. Many see the 
hand of God at work despite the terror, yet countless lives 
have been shattered. Too many Israelis now face life with 
crushed souls, plagued by nightmares. Some feel abandoned 
by God and the world, while others feel levels of despair and 
try to cling to hope. 

I have met countless people who suffer and struggle. 
Through their tears, I remind them that they are not alone. 
God loves them with an everlasting love and has rallied mil-
lions of Christians around the world to pray, give, support and 

stand with Israel. This is the pulse of Bridges for Peace. This 
is why our global Christian partners have been able to donate 
ambulances, provide thousands of bags of food and clothes, 
purchase home appliances for displaced Israelis, provide 
trauma care and countless other physical forms of love. Our 
Christian partners have donated nearly US $3.3 million since 
October 7, 2023 to support Israel in its darkest hour. We will 
not back down. We live and breathe the words of Isaiah 40:1, 
“‘Comfort, yes, comfort My people!’ says your God.” We dem-
onstrate this love every day and the people in this nation ex-
perience it.

 A neighbor who has developed a friendship with our fam-
ily since October 7 sent me a voice message after the Iranian 
attack. Her voice was strong and confident as she said, “Yes-
terday was a miracle! I was lying in the middle of the road, 
seeing all the missiles above my head, terrified and yet say-
ing, ‘God, You’re unbelievable, giving us the best signs we 
can ever get!’” This is the result from months of impacting our 
neighbor with love and support, reminding her that she is not 
alone and that the God of Israel keeps His covenant.

 The Lord God of Israel lives and He is moving in the 
hearts of the people of Israel and stirring the nations. We can 
get bogged down, distracted, discouraged and angry at the 
evil, chaos and darkness we see around the world. Or we can 
seek the Lord, be a light for Him in the darkness, stand boldly 
for truth, recognize the amazing things that God is doing in 
the nations and partner with Him as we live in these prophetic 
days. He is uniting Christians around the world who love what 
God loves and stand with His nation. Will you be that light that 
comforts Zion and presses back evil? Donate to our Crisis 
Fund today!

Shalom,
Rev. Peter Fast
International CEO

Bridges for Peace has been able to donate ambulances and food thanks to our global Christian partners.

Give Now



Israel cannot afford to suffer from the 
blindness the free world suffers from. No ma-
jor Western media outlet mentioned the fact 
that the Shiite terror organizations, like the 
Sunnis, have declared their desire to take over 
the world. In June, the head of Hezbollah’s  
foreign relations said “Israel is only a means to 
an end. The real goal is the war with America.”

They mean every word. Hezbollah has 
been carrying out deadly terrorist attacks for 
over four decades. Most Western newspapers 
overlook Hezbollah’s bloody past, especially 
when they can point a finger at Israel, accusing 
it of a fictional genocide. 

Israel cannot fold. Its main option is to un-
dermine the Iranian doctrine and the choke-
hold it is trying to establish around Israel. 
Hamas is mostly defeated. The Houthis are 
mostly a nuisance. The real threat is Hezbollah, 
which has recently received the worst blows in 
its history. The Iranian investment of billions 
in Hezbollah has already gone down the drain. 
Israel reestablished its power of deterrence, 
which was damaged on October 7.

The big question is whether the Western 
countries will interfere. Lebanon is close to 
the heart of France. But France, which pre-
vented Israel from participating in one of  
the most important arms exhibitions in the 
world, is helping Hezbollah. The American 
use of “Don’t!” against Israel in Lebanon also 
helped Hezbollah. Israel still needs military 
aid and Hezbollah still has bunkers filled to 
the brim with rockets.

This conflict will take time and a diplo-
matic settlement is still on the table. However, 
whoever wants peace must keep striking at 
Hezbollah while threatening Iran’s oil export 
source. Like the Israeli Air Force said, “Israel 
can reach anywhere in Iran.”

If anyone had doubts that Israel could do 
it, the doubts have disappeared. Hezbollah 
led Lebanon to bankruptcy and crisis. This is 
an opportunity to revive the country. It feels 
good that Israel is right and it’s great that we 
are finally winning. To reach complete victory, 
we must be smart too.

Ben-Dror Yemini, Ynetnews

Israel Fights 
on Behal f  of 
the Western World
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Discussions on recognizing a Palestinian state in the af-
termath of Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel convey to 
the Palestinians that terrorism is profitable and can lead to the 
realization of their goals.

Hamas has taken credit for the recent decision by Ireland, 
Norway and Spain to recognize a Palestinian state. Hamas of-
ficials see the decision as a result of the October 7 massacre, 
which they claim thrust the Palestinian issue back onto the 
forefront of international affairs.

The decision emboldens both the Palestinian Authority [PA] 
and Hamas, who rejects Israel’s right to exist and seeks to re-
place it with an Islamist state. Moreover, the decision discour-
ages the Palestinians from going back to the negotiating table 
with Israel.

Not only is the unilateral recognition of a Palestinian state in 
violation of the provisions of the agreements signed between 
Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Order [PLO] more than 30 
years ago, the recognition offers the Palestinians nothing more 
than a symbolic victory, and symbolic wins alone will not suf-
fice for the Palestinians. They need new leaders with the moral 
and political will to start a deradicalization process and enact 
significant administrative and financial reforms. Regrettably, 
such leaders are currently unavailable. For years, both the PA 
and Hamas have used their power to suppress the emergence 
of new leaders.

Those who are currently advocating for the creation of a Pal-
estinian state, meanwhile, are neglecting several considerations.

First, any prospective Palestinian state will most likely be 
controlled by Hamas. Public opinion polls conducted both pri-
or to and following the October 7 massacre indicate that the 
majority of Palestinians prefer Hamas over the PA. The polls 
also showed that a majority of Palestinians support the 
“armed struggle” against Israel, reflecting support for Hamas 
on October 7 and beyond.

Second, the state would serve as a springboard for addi-
tional acts of terrorism against Israel. Until October 6, the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip was a separate, sovereign state. After 
taking control in 2007, Hamas exploited the coastal enclave to 
produce rockets and mortars, build the world’s largest network 
of terror tunnels and smuggle weapons from Egypt. The Hamas 
terrorists who attacked Israel crossed an internationally  

recognized border with the Gaza Strip (Israel withdrew from the 
entire Gaza Strip in 2005). The Israeli communities that were 
attacked were not “illegal settlements.” Some were established 
in the 1940s and 50s.

Third, the assumption that a “demilitarized” Palestinian 
state would not pose security threats to Israel has proven 
untrue. The October 7 attack demonstrated Palestinians are 
capable of killing a large number of Israelis using relatively 
light weapons, such as rocket-propelled grenades, handguns 
and AK-47s. Additionally, no Palestinian leader would be able 
to stop the smuggling of weapons or the formation of armed 
militias. When the PA ruled the Gaza Strip between 1994 and 
2007, they were unable to prevent the strip from being trans-
formed into a base for multiple terrorist groups, including 
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad [PIJ]. Nor was the PA able 
to stop these groups from smuggling weapons across the bor-
der with Egypt. The same applies to the West Bank [Judea and 
Samaria], where the PA has failed to reign in several armed 
groups, among them Iran-backed cells.

Fourth, a Palestinian state ruled by Iran’s proxies would 
undoubtedly be a source of instability and insecurity in the 
Middle East, aside from the threat it would pose to Israel. 
Four Arab countries are already under Iranian regime occu-
pation: Yemen, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. The last thing other 
Arab countries need is another Iranian-affiliated Palestinian 
state on their borders. The Egyptians and Jordanians prefer 
Israel on their borders over Hamas or PIJ.

Fifth, the past 30 years has demonstrated that a Palestinian 
state will not vary from the majority of Arab dictatorships in terms 
of human rights abuses, corruption and a lack of democracy. 
Under the PA and Hamas, the Palestinians lack free speech, a 
functioning parliament and a free media. The last presidential 
election was held in 2005 when Mahmoud Abbas was elected 
for a four-year term. The previous parliamentary election was 
held a year later. Since then, Palestinians have been deprived of 
the right to vote for a president and a new parliament.

The last thing the Palestinians need is another corrupt au-
thoritarian, kleptocratic state run by leaders who have led them 
from one catastrophe to another.

Dr. Dan Diker, Khaled Abu Toameh,  
Jerusalem Center for Security and Foreign Affairs 

A Palestinian State Today:  
The Dangers to Israel and the Middle East
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IN AUGUST, ISRAELI ARCHAEOLOGISTS found a 2,700-year-
old stone seal near the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It’s just 
a few inches in diameter, but it’s a big deal for Zionism—and 
another blow to the Palestinian cause.

The discovery highlights the importance of the continuing 
work by archaeologists who have spent years sifting through 
tons of debris that have been dumped outside Jerusalem’s 
walls by the Islamic authorities who control the mosques on 
the Temple Mount.

That debris comes from renovations undertaken by Is-
lamic officials on the Temple Mount plaza, the holiest site in 
Judaism. In callous disregard for the sanctity of the site, the 
Islamic authorities have been discarding the debris from 
the renovations.

Why do the Islamic authorities want to hide the rubble? 
Because the Israeli archaeologists going through the dis-
carded debris continually find pieces of the past that re-
confirm the thousands of years of Jewish history in the Holy 
Land. The project’s work began in 2005, and their discover-
ies confirm that the Arab connection to the country is recent 
and weak.

The stone seal that was just discovered doesn’t have any 
inscriptions referring to “Palestine.” It doesn’t refer to any in-
digenous Palestinian holidays, nor does it bear any ancient 
Palestinian symbols.

The writing on the seal is Hebrew, not Arabic. The name 
written on it is a Jewish name, not an Arab or Muslim 
name: Yeho’ezer ben Hoshayahu. That name is very similar 
to the name of one of King David’s warriors. It’s not similar to 
the name of the warrior of some “Palestinian” king. It’s also 

very similar to a Jewish name mentioned in the biblical book 
of Jeremiah. It’s not similar to any names mentioned in the 
Quran. As a matter of fact, the city of Jerusalem itself is not 
mentioned in the Quran either. Despite all the platitudes we 
hear about how Jerusalem is the “city of three ancient faiths,” 
Jerusalem does not appear a single time in the Quran.

Filip Vukosavovic of the Israel Antiquities Authority said 
the newly discovered seal, which dates to about 700 BC, was 
used by someone who “held a senior position in the King-
dom of Judah’s administration.” Note: Kingdom of Judah, not 
Kingdom of Palestine.

It was only some 1,400 years after the creation of that 
seal, in the seventh century AD, that the Muslims from the 
Arabian Peninsula invaded and occupied the Land of Israel. 
The Muslim occupiers never called the country “Palestine.”

Altogether, the archaeologists of the Temple Mount Sift-
ing Project have uncovered several thousand items re-
lated to the biblical period. And not one of those items 
refers to “Palestinians.”

No wonder the Islamic religious authorities treat the de-
bris from their renovations as garbage. They know that every 
scoop of dirt can reveal additional evidence that the rightful 
owners of Jerusalem and the Land of Israel are the Jews. In 
the course of fulfilling the noble scientific purpose of archae-
ology, Israel’s archaeologists are reaffirming the deep roots 
of the Jewish people in the Holy Land.

Moshe Phillips, Jewish News Syndicate

Archaeology:
The Unsolvable 
Dilemma Facing the 
Anti-Israel Crowd

A newly discovered seal, which dates to about 700 BC
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Remnants of Splendor 
and Destruction in 
Jerusalem’s Ancient 
Drainage Channel

A COMPLETE GLASS VIAL, grape pips, 2,000-year-old 
eggshells and complete ceramic lamps, still with soot in 
them. All these were uncovered in a new excavation in the 
drainage channel running under what was Jerusalem’s 
main street during the Second Temple period. The exca-
vation, managed by the Israel Antiquities Authority [IAA], 
reveals Jerusalem’s changing urban pulse in the last de-
cades before the Temple’s destruction in AD 70.

This excavation exposes the channel that was 
Jerusalem’s main subterranean artery, which passed under 
the colorful markets of Jerusalem at the foot of the Tem-
ple Mount and along the entire length of the City of David.

“Into the channel’s mouth were swept the detritus of 
the life above Jerusalem’s main street, where they re-
mained preserved between the walls just as they were at 
the moment of the city’s destruction,” explains Dr. Ayala 
Zilberstein, excavation director on behalf of the IAA. “Small 
finds tell us a big story, from Jerusalem’s heyday of pros-
perity and splendor when its streets bustled with life, until 
the city’s ebbing moments during the rebellion against the 
Romans and its total abandonment following the Temple 
and city’s destruction.”

In the upper layers of the alluvial soil, the excavators 
discovered remains from the days of the city’s destruction, 
including complete pottery lamps dated to the end of the 
Second Temple period. The soot preserved on their rims 
remains as a sign of the fire that once burned inside them. 
Some years ago, a complete Roman sword still inside its 
leather scabbard was discovered a short distance from 
where the oil lamps were uncovered. The possibility is now 
being examined that, like the sword, the oil lamps were 
also held in the hands of the rebels who found a hiding 
place in this channel.

As the excavators dug ever deeper, they unearthed a 
multitude of finds that testify to Jerusalem’s splendor and 
wealth during the Second Temple period, the years dur-
ing which the city hummed with never-ending activity. 
Complete ceramic vessels were found, including vials of 
perfume and expensive oils. Next to them was a delicate 
glass vial that was miraculously preserved without almost 
any damage.

In light of the archaeological potential inherent in the 
channel’s accumulated layers, all the bags of excavated 
dirt were saved and then sent to the Temple Mount Sifting 
Project. Along with coins and colorful beads, the main 

contribution of the project’s filtration work came from an 
unexpected direction. The soil yielded food remains that 
helped researchers uncover some of the secrets of the an-
cient Jewish kitchen: grape pips (seeds), kernels of grains, 
fish bones and even eggshells, all of which shed light on 
the menu of Jerusalem’s residents when the city’s life 
was vibrant. 

The richness of the organic finds prompted a battery of 
diverse laboratory tests to detect remains not visible to the 
naked eye. Even in a preliminary examination conducted, it 
was possible to clearly discern the gap between those lay-
ers from the city’s fully active life to the more recently ac-
cumulated layers. “The closer you get to the layers from 
the city’s later days, there is less and less evidence of hu-
man artifacts, and the picture begins to form of the demise 
of the city’s vitality,” Dr. Zilberstein said.

Israel Antiquities Authority

Items uncovered during the excavation of the drainage channel



R E C L A I M I N G 

Israel and the Jewish people were thrust into the inter-
national spotlight more than one year ago in the aftermath of 
the October 7 massacre by the Hamas terrorist organization. 
For the first few days, as the world watched Israel weep over 
her 1,200 victims and the 251 hostages swept away to Gaza, 
the Jewish state had global sympathy. But when Israel fought 
back, launching a ground operation in Gaza to eradicate the 
threat of Hamas and return the hostages, the tides turned 
against her. 

Antisemitism rose to a fever pitch, with pro-Palestinian, 
pro-Hamas, anti-Israel rallies and riots in major cities and uni-
versity campuses across the Western world. Violence and ag-
gression against Jewish people spiked, while Jewish shops 
and synagogues were vandalized. However, neither the per-
petrators of these reprehensible acts nor those who rally 
against Israel cop to the label of antisemitism. No, instead they 
identify as anti-Zionist. “Zionist,” in fact, has become a dirty 
word spat out of the mouths of those who hate Israel and/or 
the Jewish people. But like with so many perfectly innocent 
terms and phrases, the word Zionism was hijacked and its 
original meaning distorted into something that seems distaste-
ful. The time has come to reclaim Zionism and restore it to its 
original, biblical meaning. 

But what Is Zionism? 
Zionism is essentially the belief that the Jewish people have 

the right to their own Jewish state in the biblical Land of Israel. 
It is the belief that the Jewish people, like any other people, can 
live in sovereignty and self-determination in their own nation 

state. Swedes have the right to live in Sweden. Brazilians have 
the right to live in Brazil. Don’t Jewish people have the right to 
live in Judea? 

Perhaps the best way to understand what Zionism is, is to 
summarize what it is not. Zionism is not a colonialist movement. 
It is merely the Jewish people seeking to return to the land God 
promised to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob millennia 
ago. Zionism is also not a racist movement. Jewish people have 
returned from exile in the four corners of the Earth. The Jewish 
state is a beautifully diverse nation, including thriving popula-
tions of non-Jews like Arab Muslims, Christians, Catholics, 
Druze and so forth. Support for a Jewish state does not mean 
supporting a Jewish people-only state. Zionism is also not a 
conspiracy by the Jewish people to take over the world. 
Frankly, if that were the case, they would be doing a terrible 
job, given the rampant antisemitism in the mainstream and 
social media.  

History of Zionism 
Zionism is inherently embedded within Jewish religion, 

culture and prayers—ever since the Jewish people were first 
exiled from their homeland and taken into Babylonian captiv-
ity in 597 BC. Psalm 137 tells of their lament in a foreign land: 
“By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remem-
bered Zion…If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand 
forget its skill” (v. 1, 5). 

Since that exile and the second major exile of Jewish peo-
ple under the Roman Empire 2,000 years ago, the Jewish 
people have held a connection with and a longing for their 

Zionism



Kate Norman, BFP Writer

ancient homeland. Religious Jews who recite the Amidah 
prayer three times a day say the following words morning, af-
ternoon and evening: “Raise a banner to gather our exiles, and 
bring us together from the four corners of the earth into our 
land. Blessed are you L-rd, who gathers the dispersed of His 
people Israel.” Every year, Jewish people in the Diaspora (the 
Jewish community outside Israel) end their Passover dinner 
with the words: “Next year in Jerusalem.”

Modern Zionism came about in the late 19th century amid 
yet another rise in antisemitism, ostracism and persecution of 
the Jewish people, particularly in Europe. Enter Austrian play-
wright and journalist Theodor Herzl, known as the “father” of 
modern Zionism. Herzl looked around him at the global persecu-
tion of his fellow Jews and began a push for the Jewish return to 
their ancient homeland, where they could live out their Jewish 
identity in peace and freedom. 

Herzl was a political Zionist and sought to draft influential 
people of the time into joining his efforts to establish a Jewish 
state in Israel. He published his famous pamphlet entitled “The 
Jewish State” in 1886, with the subtitle “Proposal of a modern 
solution for the Jewish Question.” His efforts continued over 
the years, culminating in the First Zionist Congress of 1897 in 
Basel, attended by some 200 Jewish influencers from all over 
the world, but particularly Europe. In its aftermath, Herzl wrote 
in his diary: “If I had to sum up the Basel Congress in one 
word—which I shall not do openly—it would be this: At Basel I 
founded the Jewish state. If I were to say this today, I would be 
greeted by universal laughter. In five years, perhaps, and cer-
tainly in 50, everyone will see it.” 

Herzl was right. Fifty years later, the modern state of Israel 
was reborn. 

Zionism in the Bible
The word “Zion” in the Bible refers to Jerusalem, later ex-

panding to mean all of Israel. This is the Land that God prom-
ised to Abraham—and God also promised to “bless those who 
bless you, and I will curse him who curses you” (Gen. 12:1–3). 
God later repeats this promise to Isaac in Gen. 26:3: “Dwell in 
this land, and I will be with you and bless you; for to you and 
your descendants I give all these lands, and I will perform the 
oath which I swore to Abraham your father” and to Jacob in 
Gen. 28:13: “…the land on which you lie I will give to you and 
your descendants.” 

God’s purposes and plans for Israel and her people are 
woven throughout the Scriptures, all the way through to the 
New Testament. In fact, Jesus was Himself a Jew, born in 
Judea under Roman rule. 

Do you believe that the Jewish people have a right to live 
in the ancestral homeland that was prom-
ised to them by the God of Israel, the God 
of their forefathers? Do you believe they, 
like any other people, have the right to 
exist and live in self-determination? Con-
gratulations, whether you are Christian, 
Jewish, atheist or any other religion, you 
are a Zionist.
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The Land of the Bible  
Cleansed  

of the People of the Bible
When Hitler implemented the “Final Solution of the Jewish 
Question,” the Nazis coined a term to describe regions after the 
entire Jewish population had been deported to extermination 
camps. They proudly called these locations Judenrein, or “cleansed 
of Jews.” 

On September 18, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
took a page from the Nazi playbook to pass a Palestinian-drafted 
resolution demanding a Judenrein Old City of Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria. The world body didn’t use that term, of course. Instead, a 
two-thirds majority of the UN member states insisted Israel “end 
without delay its unlawful presence” in “occupied Palestinian terri-
tory” and deport the entire Jewish population within 12 months.

UNGA’s motion isn’t a stand-alone. It endorses a July 19 advi-
sory opinion by the UN principal judicial organ, the International 
Court of Justice, declaring Israel’s presence in the “occupied Pal-
estinian territory” illegal.

The world body lauded the resolution as “historic.” Perhaps 
the UN should remember it isn’t the first to attempt something as 
“historic” as rendering locations Judenrein. Still, there’s a marked 
difference between the UN’s effort and the Nazis’ endeavor.    
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Ilse Strauss, News Bureau Chief

Can Owners Occupy?
The UN’s “occupied Palestinian territory” refers primarily 

to the “West Bank,” including eastern Jerusalem with the Old 
City, City of David and Mount of Olives. It nestles in central 
Israel along its eastern border with Jordan, comprises 3,438 
square miles (5,500 square km.) and is home to just over 3 
million people, approximately 2,780,000 Palestinians and 
510,000 Jews.

The term was coined 76 years ago. During Israel’s War of 
Independence in 1948, neighboring Jordan invaded, annexed 
the area, purged it of its Jewish inhabitants and renamed it the 
“West Bank,” a name chosen to indicate its location on the west-
ern, as opposed to the eastern bank of the Jordan River. Israel 
regained the territory during the 1967 Six Day War, and after a 
19-year absence, the Jewish people returned to what would be-
come the world’s most controversial piece of real estate. 

Given the urgency of the Palestinian appeal for a state—and 
the world’s vehement demand that Israel grants this request—
one would wonder why the people living under Jordanian rule for 
nearly two decades didn’t make a similar request to their Jorda-
nian overlords, why the Hashemite Kingdom never offered such 
a state and why the world never demanded it. Palestinian hu-
man rights activist Bassem Eid, who was born in Jordanian 
occupied Jerusalem, summarizes the answer best: “No Jews, 
no news.”

The Title Deed to the Promised Land
Could Jew and Arab finally coexist side-by-side in harmony 

if Israel compromises, part with the “West Bank” and give the 
Palestinians what they’ve told the world they want: a sovereign 
state in the borders of the West Bank with eastern Jerusalem 
as capital?

Israel already tried the “land-for-peace” solution when 
withdrawing from Gaza in 2005, leaving it under sovereign 
Palestinian rule. Instead of peace, Israel’s concession result-
ed in an Iranian terror proxy on its doorstep, thousands of 
missiles, the most vicious attack on the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust and the second longest war in its modern history. 

Then there’s the fact that Israel already made “West Bank” 
land-for-peace proposals. For instance, at Camp David in 2000, 
Israel granted 94% of the Palestinian demands, including parts 
of eastern Jerusalem—only to be shot down by the Palestinians. 

Yet perhaps the most pertinent reason why Israel holds onto 
this area despite the world’s censure is astonishingly simple: the 
“West Bank” bears no witness to the history of a Palestinian 

people, ancient or otherwise. Instead, this particular parcel of 
land and the Jewish people are inextricably woven into one 
another, with the former serving as the stage on which the 
story of the latter unfolded. The fingerprints of Israel’s 
history—and that of Christianity—are etched into the 
very rock and soil of what the UN calls “occupied Pales-

tinian territory.” 

Centuries before the Jordanians came and generations 
before “West Bank” formed part of our vocabulary, the area 
was known as Judea and Samaria, the spot where Abraham 
received God’s title deed to the land, “To your descendants I 
will give this land” (Gen. 12:7). 

A Stage for the Events of Scripture
Judea and Samaria is considered the cradle of 

the Jewish people, the backdrop against which two 
barren individuals grew into a nation. That’s where 
Abraham pitched his tents and purchased the land 
that would became the final resting place for the 
Jewish patriarchs and matriarchs. That’s where Jo-
seph’s brothers sold him into slavery, only to leave 
years later for Egypt in search of grain. Then, under 
Joshua, Israel returned through the Jordan River into Judea 
and Samaria, burying Joseph’s remains there. 

In Shiloh, Israel’s first spiritual capital, God answered the 
prayer of a barren woman with Samuel’s birth. In the fields of 
Bethlehem, Boaz noticed a Moabite widow, and two generations 
later, their grandson, David, was born. In Judea, this ruddy youth 
rose from shepherd’s field to battlefield and later to the throne. 
After reigning from Hebron, David chose Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, and there, in the Judean hills, Solomon built a Temple 
to the Almighty. 

Years later, Judah heard and shunned the warnings of de-
struction from Isaiah and Jeremiah, while Samaria served as the 
podium for Amos and Hosea. When Babylon came, Judah went 
into exile, and 70 years later, Ezra, Nehemiah and a handful of 
countrymen returned to the city in the Judean hills to rebuild the 
ruins and the Temple—only to be dispersed a second time after 
the Romans sacked Jerusalem and the Temple in AD 70.

Despite the exile, a Jewish presence lingered in Judea and 
Samaria throughout the ages. History documents Jewish com-
munities from Susya in the south to Ein Ganim (now known as 
Jenin) in the north. A vibrant society of priests thrived in the area 
between the 4th and the 8th century, and the Jewish community 
in Hebron flourished throughout the centuries of Ottoman rule. 
At the end of the nineteenth century, 19,000 Jews called the Old 
City of Jerusalem home. And before 1948, Jewish communities 
dotted the area until the Jordanian army either murdered or 
expelled the inhabitants. 

Judea and Samaria’s biblical significance isn’t limited 
to the Jewish people alone. The formative events of our 
faith as Christians also played out against the backdrop 
of what the world demands become Palestinian. The bap-
tismal spot, the temptation in the wilderness, Gethsemane, 
the Mount of Olives, Golgotha, the empty grave and the up-
per room are all located in the so-called West Bank. 

Every nook and cranny of what the UN calls “occupied Pal-
estinian territory” echoes with the memory of biblical events. 
That’s where some 80% of the Old Testament—and many in the 
New Testament—occurred. To the people of Israel, Judea and 
Samaria is the bedrock of their living history, the building blocks 

of their DNA that continue to reverberate 
into the present. 

Eighty odd years ago, Hitler and his 
henchmen sought a Judenrein Europe. 
Today, taking a politically correct page 
from the Nazi’s playbook, the UN seeks a 
Judenrein Promised Land, a land of the 
Bible cleansed from the people of the Bible.
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SINCE THE REESTABLISHMENT of the Jewish state 
in 1948, Israel has faced existential threats from hostile neigh-
bors, terrorist militias and non-state actors. Central to the 
preservation and security of the state has been Israel’s excel-
lence in military innovation, mastery of intelligence gathering 
and covert spy missions—with plots only Hollywood could 
imagine. To the host of antisemites in the world, the under-
cover workings of a Jewish spy agency reinforce antisemitic 
stereotypes. Yet the reality is that Israel works in the shadows 
to thwart potential disasters, prevent full-scale conflicts and 
preserve lives.

Comfortable in the Gray
Israel excels in military intelligence—an arena where 

secrecy and precision are paramount—allowing the nation 
to outmaneuver adversaries. An iconic figure in Israeli espio-
nage is Eli Cohen, whose infiltration of the highest ranks of 
the Syrian government in the 1960s remains legendary. 
Disguised as a Syrian businessman, Cohen gained access to 
high-ranking Syrian officials, even touring the Golan Heights. 
His deep undercover work allowed Israel to gain critical intel-
ligence about Syria’s military capabilities and defenses, infor-
mation that would prove vital during the 1967 Six Day War. 
His famous suggestion to plant trees around Syrian bunkers 
to provide shade for the Syrian soldiers on duty allowed 

BOOMBOOM

the Israeli Air Force to easily identify and target key military 
positions during the fighting. This helped neutralize Syrian 
defenses, greatly contributing to Israel’s swift victory, while 
minimizing Israeli casualties. 

Another prime example is the 1976 Operation Entebbe, 
where Israeli commandos defied the odds to rescue hijacked 
hostages from Uganda, minimizing casualties and preventing 
a diplomatic crisis. 

Similarly successful was Operation Moses, also known 
as the Red Sea Diving Resort operation. In the early 1980s, 
the Mossad, Israel famous intelligence agency, established 
a fake resort on the Sudanese coast, which served as a 
front to smuggle Ethiopian Jews to Israel. Over four years, 
Mossad agents secretly rescued thousands of people from 
persecution and imminent danger, saving countless lives. 
The operation’s success was not revealed until years later, 
demonstrating Israel’s remarkable ability to combine creativ-
ity, meticulous planning and secrecy in covert missions. 

In more recent times, Israel’s intelligence gathering 
and targeted assassinations of prominent terrorist figure-
heads—though controversial—are not aimed at death and 
destruction, but merely seek to disrupt terror plots and save 
Israeli lives. These operations underscore Israel’s strategic 
use of covert actions to neutralize threats without escalating to 
widespread violence.
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Paging Destruction
Hezbollah remains one of Israel’s most dangerous 

enemies, with its vast arsenal of rockets and a sophisti-
cated network of operatives. Israel’s defensive measures 
against Hezbollah have evolved over time, blending advanced 
missile defense systems with intelligence operations aimed 
at preempting attacks. But in the world of espionage, few 
operations have matched the daring and ingenuity of Israel’s 
recent Mossad attack on Hezbollah. While Israel hasn’t taken 
responsibility, experts agree that only Israeli daring and 
ingenuity could have pulled off an operation of this caliber.  

To avoid detection, Hezbollah had long abandoned the 
use of mobile phones, which can easily be traced. In their 
place, the group turned to pagers—wireless devices that 
receive and display text messages without making phone 
calls—hoping this would keep their communications secure 
from Israeli intelligence. A senior Lebanese security source 
told Reuters that Hezbollah ordered 5,000 pagers made 
by Taiwan-based Gold Apollo, which reportedly arrived in 
Lebanon earlier this year. In an alleged sophisticated Mossad 
operation, Israel booby-trapped these 5,000 pagers, which 
Hezbollah believed were secure devices. According to the 
source, “The Mossad injected a board inside of the device 
that has explosive material that receives a code. It’s very 
hard to detect it through any means. Even with any device 
or scanner.” 

On September 17, 2024, Mossad remotely detonated 
these pagers, killing or maiming as many as 4,000 Hezbol-
lah operatives, primarily in Lebanon and Syria. The explosion 
was triggered when users followed a two-step decryption 
process, ensuring maximum damage. The operation, kept 
secret for years, devastated Hezbollah’s ranks, especial-
ly after Hezbollah’s leader, Hassan Nasrallah, was killed in 
subsequent strikes. 

By turning ordinary pagers into deadly bombs, 
Israeli intelligence executed one of its most innovative and 
devastating blows against terrorism, saving countless lives 
in the process. This covert operation not only stunned the 
Iranian terror proxy, but also exemplified Israel’s commit-
ment to preempting threats and protecting its people in the 
ever-evolving battlefield of the Middle East. According to 
the Washington Post, the success of this operation was a 
crucial blow to Hezbollah’s operations and added pressure 
on the group’s leadership, further demonstrating Israel’s 
unmatched intelligence capabilities in the region.

Those Pesky Jews?
The stunning success of the covert operation in Lebanon 

has, however, also once again inflamed antisemitic attitudes 
toward the Jewish people. The existence of a Jewish spy 
agency like the Mossad often fuels age-old antisemitic 
stereotypes, painting Israel and the Jewish people as secre-
tive, manipulative or wielding disproportionate influence 
behind the scenes. These stereotypes stem from centuries- 
old conspiracies, such as the shadowy Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion, which falsely accused the Jewish people of plotting 
world domination through covert means. The Mossad’s 

high-profile and sometimes controversial operations, such 
as targeted assassinations or daring intelligence missions, 
provide fodder for these baseless claims. Rather than recog-
nizing these actions as standard national security measures, 
critics with antisemitic leanings exploit them to perpetuate 
harmful myths about Jewish power, control and global manip-
ulation. This narrative is dangerous, as it incites hatred, fuels 
global antisemitism and distorts public perception of Israel’s 
legitimate defense efforts. 

These tropes—like the idea of an “all-powerful” Jewish 
cabal controlling world events—are not just false, but also 
dehumanize Jewish people and paint them as perpetual 
outsiders with malevolent intent. This is particularly danger-
ous in an already charged geopolitical environment, where 
misinformation spreads quickly. The existence of the Mossad, 
a national intelligence agency tasked with protecting Israel, 
is often twisted to fit these harmful narratives. However, like 
any sovereign nation, Israel has the right and responsibility 
to protect its citizens and national interests. In that capaci-
ty, the Mossad functions no differently from agencies like the 
CIA or MI6, yet is uniquely targeted due to persistent antise-
mitic biases. 

The world struggles to accept the “strong Jew”—Jews 
who stands up for themselves, who defends their nation and 
people. It seems the world would prefer if the Jews suffered 
in silence as in days past. Yet despite the hatred they receive, 
the Jewish state and its spy agency will operate in whatever 
manner necessary to save Jewish lives and the State of Israel. 
And whether the rest of the world recognizes it or not, they do 
so in a way that will even minimize loss 
of life in the camp of their enemies.

Nathan Williams, 
Director of Marketing 
and Communications
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PICTURE AN EVENING where all you want to do is relax out-
side with a cool glass of lemonade. Suddenly, you feel an in-
satiable urge to scratch. You glance down to find not one, not 
two, but three mosquito bites! 

Mosquitoes, often regarded as the most annoying pest, 
are more than just a nuisance; they are deadly disease carri-
ers. According to the US Centers for Disease Control, these 
tiny insects are responsible for more human deaths than any 
other creature worldwide.

Once bitten, the damage is done, and no amount of itching 
cream can reverse any disease transmission. However, Daniel 
Voignac, a PhD student at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
is working on a gel solution designed to prevent mosquito 
bites before they occur.

Mosquitos determine their next meal through their ‘nose,’ 
based on the smell we as humans emit. While modern-day re-
pellents do keep the pesky insects at bay by releasing a scent 
they don’t like, these repellents are often toxic and not envi-
ronmentally friendly. Instead, Voignac’s research team turned 
to cellulose gel, a friendlier alternative that masks the human 
scent as opposed to a smell that make mosquitos zoom the 
other way. The formula consists of indole, a fragrant flower 
extract, and cellulose nanocrystals.

To test its effectiveness, volunteers placed their gel- 
covered arms in a box of mosquitoes for testing. Upon com-
parison with volunteers who didn’t use the gel, the formula 
resulted in a staggering 80% reduction in bites.  

Voignac is aware this is not a war against bites, rather dis-
eases. “We’re talking about malaria—it’s 1.16 deaths per min-
ute,” he told NoCamels. “So it’s also a race against time…we 
want to race towards deploying it as fast as possible to the 
people that want it.”

And people do want it…Voignac’s findings were published 
in PNAS Nexus, a journal of the US National Academy of Sci-
ences. The paper reached the ears of many “industry leaders” 
eager for the gel to hit the market. 

Voignac told ISRAEL21c that his team is in the final stag-
es of development and are “95% close to the final product.” 
Moreover, Yissum, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s tech-
nology transfer company, has already patented the gel.

In the days to come, Voignac is focused on feedback re-
garding the product’s sensory qualities—smell and texture—
before finalizing the formulation and obtaining regulatory 
approvals. If all goes according to plan, you’ll soon be able to 
lather up and enjoy your evenings outside bite free!

Zoë McHenry, BFP Writer

Israel PHD Student Finds a 
Way to Zap Mosquito Bites

Medical
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Farmers Fight Weeds With AI
MORE GROWS IN THE GARDEN than the gardener can 
sow. Every farmer will tell you weeds are simply unavoid-
able. Of course, there are solutions. You can spend countless 
hours, manually pulling up stubborn weeds, or try your hand 
at traditional tilling. However, the latter is imprecise, harms the 
soil and damages the plant. You can also resort to chemicals, 
which might, in turn, increase the weeds’ resilience, which 
means buying stronger herbicides and eventually agricultural 
runoff, which will disrupt surrounding water sources, environ-
ments and animal life. 

 A new Israeli start-up company, AgriPass, offers a sus-
tainable alternative that supports farmers in maintaining their 
quotas while protecting the environment.

“Ever since agriculture was invented, it has been dealing 
with the problem of managing unwanted weeds,” Guy Raz, the 
founder and CEO of AgriPass, told ISRAEL21c. His solution? 
An AI machine.

From the outside, the machine looks like a simple box 
pulled behind a tractor. Don’t be fooled though. The real mag-
ic happens underneath…

 Agripass employs Adaptive Selective Tilling (AST) tech-
nology, which enables the device to identify and target weeds 
in real-time. Using advanced AI, the system scans the crops 

LITTLE DID THE dinosaurs know their legacy would spark 
environmental challenges a millennia later. Today, oil—
the “black gold” of our time—has been transformed into 
plastic, leading to massive waste piles in landfills due to 
rampant consumerism.

According to Israeli company Plastic Back co-founder 
and CEO Tal Cohen, 40 million tons of PVC [poly vinyl chlo-
ride] plastic is produced annually. This immense quantity has 
created a bottleneck in the recycling industry, particularly for 
PVC, polypropylene and other typical plastics. Items we use 
daily, like produce containers, soda bottles, disposable uten-
sils and health bar wrappers, often end up in the trash.

Plastic Back has found a way to reverse plastic to its origi-
nal state of crude oil. Through a low-temperature chemical 
process, Plastic Back depolymerizes hard-to-recycle plastics 
at just 100°C (212°F). This is quite the feet, considering that 
traditional pyrolysis processes often require temperatures be-
tween 500°C (931°F) and 1,200°C (2,192°F). 

and then employs tailored removal strategies based on each 
weed’s characteristics. Little metal claws then shoot down, 
grab and uproot the weed, leaving the desired plant un-
touched. The machine boasts impressive capabilities, remov-
ing up to 100 weeds per second. 

This approach minimizes synthetic herbicides, lower-
ing the chance of mass agal blooms and animal poisoning. 
According to Agripass’s website, the invention also reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with traditional farming 
practices. This is not only revolutionary to Israel, but all farm-
ers around the world. No damage to the crops, no harm to 
the environment and no weeds. Instead, farmers can enjoy an 
increase in yield, profit and ultimately, food security.

Zoë McHenry, BFP Writer

The Plastic Back technology works by separating chlo-
rine from the carbon backbone of PVC and converting carbon 
chains into short liquid hydrocarbons. This approach allows 
for the treatment of multiple waste streams, including mixed, 
multilayer and contaminated plastics. 

Cohen told NoCamels that other recycling companies 
have only been able to treat 1 or 2% PVC. “We’ve shown that 
we can take up to 100% PVC, which was never seen before.”

Due to their non-incineration process, Plastic Back sig-
nificantly reduces greenhouse gas emissions while tackling 
ignored waste streams. The technology not only offers a solu-
tion but a way to a more sustainable future.

Zoë McHenry, BFP Writer

Turning Plastic into Black Gold

Technology

Environment
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When Sirens Sound: 
Christians Saving Lives in Israel

As rocket sirens screamed across Israel on Octo-

ber 7, 2023, the urgent wail of ambulance sirens joined 

the cacophony in the south. Dozens of emergency ve-

hicles belonging to Magen David Adom (MDA), Israel’s 

national ambulance and emergency medical services, 

responded to the flood of calls from civilians facing 

Hamas terrorists. International law prohibits targeting 

ambulances and emergency responders during conflict. 

But Hamas showed no restraint. Terrorists fired directly at 

MDA vehicles, shooting at windows and tires and even 

targeting the responders with automatic rifles and RPGs. 

Amid this chaos, veteran EMT and dispatch officer 

Ronit Glaser spent 13 grueling hours at the MDA dispatch 

center. She fielded calls from terrified civilians and coor-

dinated emergency responses as the terrifying reality 

began to piece together. Glaser described those harrow-

ing hours: “Our teams started getting hit. All of a sudden, 

terrorists came directly to hit our teams to make it impos-

sible for us to take care of patients, to save people.” 

In the aftermath of the attack, it became clear that 

this formed part of Hamas’s premeditated goal: crippling 

the emergency medical services to ensure that respond-

ers were unable to reach and aid innocent victims.

MDA embodies the Talmudic (the rabbinic commen-

tary on Jewish tradition and the Hebrew Scriptures), say-

ing: “To save one life is to save a universe.” October 7 was 

no different. Despite the grave risks, MDA teams contin-

ued to rush toward the massacre rather than away from 

it, deploying armored ambulances in front of standard 

vehicles to evacuate as many victims as possible from 

the small southern kibbutzim [collective communities]. 

The plan worked, and countless ‘universes’ were saved. 

Sadly, MDA’s bravery came at a cost. Hamas de-
stroyed 14 ambulances and murdered 11 MDA personnel 
on the field. While the precious lives lost are irreplaceable 
and deeply mourned, MDA looked to the future, urgent-
ly needing to replenish their resources.

Bridges for Peace has been a long-standing friend 
of MDA, partnering with this crucial organization for de-
cades to help save Israeli lives. Thanks to donations 
from international Christians, we were able to hand 
over an ambulance as one of our first major gifts to 
MDA. This ambulance was placed into service in 2014, 
stationed in Givat Zeev, a neighborhood in Jerusalem, 
and has to date attended to 2,961 individuals, including 
113 victims of violence. A year later, Bridges for Peace 
donated another ambulance. This time, the vehicle was 
stationed in northern Israel in Karmiel, providing care to 
826 people, including 27 victims of violence. In 2017, 
two Bridges for Peace medicycles joined MDA’s life-
saving fleet, enabling rapid responses in densely popu-
lated areas. And in 2020, we were honored to donate 
yet another medicycle, bringing the total of Bridges for 
Peace emergency vehicles saving Israeli lives to five. 

Then came October 7, 2023…In light of the re-
sources lost on that terrible day, our national offices 
sprang into action, answering MDA’s call for assistance. 
In 2023, our offices in Japan and Canada each con-
tributed a mobile ICU ambulance, vital for transporting 
critically ill or injured patients, ensuring they receive 
immediate care en route to hospitals. The life-saving 
donations continued in October 2024, when our Ja-
pan office donated a state-of-the-art bloodmobile, en-
hancing blood donation and transfusion capacity for 
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soldiers and civilians across Israel. Additionally, our 

South African office supplied two fully equipped rapid 

response vehicles to navigate difficult terrains to reach 

all emergencies in densely populated areas swiftly. 

In total, the monetary value of these emergency ve-

hicles donated following the October 7 attack comes to 

just shy of US $700,000. Yet the monetary value is but 

one of the blessings poured out on Israel. 

Each vehicle door proudly displays the flags of the 

donating nations and heartfelt messages of support, 

transforming them into symbols of Christian love for 

Israel. One message on Japan’s bloodmobile reads: 

“We pray daily for the health and safety of the people of 

Israel! Love from the Christians in Japan.”

During the handover ceremony in October 2024, 

International CEO of Bridges for Peace, Peter Fast, 

emphasized that these messages assure Israelis they 

are not alone. 

President of Christian Friends of MDA, Anne Aya-

lon, echoed his sentiments: “When Israelis see that 

there is Christian support for Israel, it is a surprise and 

a delight for us. It lifts us up. You are exactly what 

Bridges for Peace represents—building bridges be-

tween Jews and Christians.”

Thanks to Christians worldwide who love the God 

and people of Israel, MDA now has more ambulances on 

the road, prepared to respond to disasters, terror and 

accidents. Together, through every siren, we are saving 

lives—universes, even—here in Israel. 

Zoë McHenry,
BFP Writer

Ronit Glaser’s interview forms part 
of a groundbreaking investigative 
series, Israel Unfiltered. Watch now 
by scanning the QR code or visiting 
israelunfiltered.tv
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THE WORLD HAS WITNESSED a different kind of tsunami in 
the 11 months since Hamas attacked the people of Israel on 
October 7. This is not a tsunami of ocean waves caused by 
an earthquake, but a tsunami of hatred—hatred of a nation, 
Israel, and of a people group, the Jews.

Logically, we should have expected a tsunami of sym-
pathy for Israel and the Jewish people, considering how 
heinous and evil the Hamas attack was. Some of the foot-
age of that day, which the terrorists recorded with their own 
GoPro cameras, is so sickening that it has still not been 
shown to the world. That is shocking in itself, considering 
the unspeakable cruelty we have been shown. Naked wom-
en tied to trees for gang rape. Babies beheaded or burned 
alive while their mothers are brutalized. Fathers’ eyes 
gouged out. Children’s limbs chopped off. Terrorists sitting 
down to eat from their victims’ fridges in the midst of their 
bloody work.

There was sympathy for Israel for a brief moment. But 
even before the Israel Defense Forces had taken action, the 
world turned on the Jewish state at the mere thought that 
Israel would go after Hamas in Gaza to remove the threat. 
Soon, streets and college quadrangles filled with Hamas 
sympathizers shouting for the terror organization’s success 
in conquering Israel “from the river to the sea.”

Jewish synagogues, schools and neighborhoods around 
the world experienced a massive increase in expressions 
of hatred, from graffiti to gunfire. In Canada, an eight-year-
old Jewish boy was surrounded by his classmates perform-
ing Nazi salutes. He was told that Hitler didn’t kill enough 
Jews. Watchdogs organizations in Germany documented 
a 320% increase in antisemitic incidents in the month after 
October 7. In the US, Jewish students feel unsafe on cam-
puses and have reported harassment like being cursed, 
spat upon and even locked out of classrooms. Online 
hatred has increased exponentially, apparently fueled by 
Iranian bots.

Taking Our Place 
in the Tsunami of 
Antisemitism
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The Bitter Root of the Bitter Fruit
Antisemitism, the hatred of Jews, is the world’s oldest, 

most persistent and most consequential hatred. The stated 
reasons for this hatred have morphed throughout the years. 
The Christian Church has hated the Jews for their religion, fu-
eled by the clarion call, “You killed Christ.” The Nazis despised 
the Jews for their race, claiming, “You are defiling the Mas-
ter Race.” Now, Arabs, Muslims and their sympathizers in the 
West have taken up that hatred, this time blaming the Jewish 
people for their return to their ancestral homeland.

Of course, countless Christians around the world have 
learned from the Church’s history of antisemitism and are 
seeking to make amends. How could we have turned on our 
spiritual forefathers and mothers, to whom we owe such a 
large spiritual debt? These Christians recognize the hatred 
of the Jewish people as a terrible inversion of how we should 
have treated our Jewish brothers and sisters. And today, these 
Christians are standing with Israel.

Antisemitic or Just Not a Fan of Zionism?
Zionism is simply the recognition that a small strip of land 

in the Middle East—from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean 
Sea—is the ancestral home of the Jewish people. The Jews are 
willing to share it with others who have also made it their home. 
Yet these facts are anathema to many, and the worldwide tsu-
nami of Jew hatred is the result. Anti-Zionism is nothing but to-
day’s incarnation of antisemitism.

According to the ancient Hebrew Scriptures—and ours 
too—God chose the Jews to bless the whole world, to be a 
light to the nations. Today, we are the beneficiaries of what is 
known as Judeo–Christian civilization. Among the forces that 
are working to destroy this civilization is the pernicious lie that 
the Jews are evil and must be destroyed. The choice before ev-
ery individual and every nation is clear.

To those who do not look at the world through a religious 
lens, I would suggest that your choice is also clear. Take a look 
at the land of milk and honey where 2 million Arab Israelis thrive 
in relative prosperity with full human rights. Compare that to 
the two million Gazan Arabs who suffer under a regime that 
exists for the sole purpose of destroying the Jewish people 
and nation. 

Though We Are Few
A distinguished US military expert on urban warfare, 

Colonel John Spencer, recently told a Canadian audience that 
Hamas not only uses its people as “human shields” but as “hu-
man sacrifices.” The more who die—while Hamas terrorists 
hide in tunnels—the more the world accuses Israel. Yet Spen-
cer testified that Israel has done more to minimize civilian ca-
sualties than any army in the history of urban warfare.

In this tsunami of antisemitism, Israel has been falsely ac-
cused not only of targeting civilians but of deliberately starv-
ing them. Spencer testified that Hamas has stolen so much 
food from humanitarian convoys that it is running out of stor-
age places. And that it has earned half a billion dollars in sell-
ing this donated food to the Gazans it governs mercilessly.

It’s time to stop demonizing Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple around the world. It’s time to be grateful for their past and 
present contribution to our civilization. It’s time to search our 
hearts, to reject antisemitism and to stand with Israel and with 
our Jewish neighbors wherever we live.

Following Spencer’s address, my wife and I had the priv-
ilege of having our picture taken with him. I told him we were 
Christians standing with Israel. He responded quietly, “So am 
I.” May each one of us humbly take our place with confidence, 
in the midst of the current tsunami of antisemitism, in standing 
with Israel and the Jewish people. Though we are a minority to-
day, we know God will have the victory and Israel will be exalt-
ed among the nations.

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as 
brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations 
shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and 
you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord 
will give” (Isa. 62:1–2).

Donald James, 
Interim National Director, 
BFP Canada
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David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime 
minister, once said “If an expert says it 
can’t be done, get another expert.” 
These 11 words perfectly express 
the mindset held by the founders of the 
modern State of Israel. They faced 
many challenges, not the least of 
which were the well-equipped armies 
of their Arab neighbors who had 
vowed to destroy the young country. 
The Jewish state-to-be, on the other 
hand, was woefully lacking in weap-
ons and facing an arms embargo 
which essentially cut off all possibility 
of obtaining them. 

The situation was so dire that non-
Jewish experts thought Israel’s survival 
was impossible. Yet Ben-Gurion called 
on his untried experts—students of 
chemistry and physics from the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and the Tech-
nion in Haifa—to produce the weapons 
needed to win the War of Indepen-
dence. They rose to the challenge. 
You are about to experience a small 
taste of their story.

It Is Your Duty
HEMED, the Hebrew acronym for 

Science Corps, was born a few short 
months before Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence on May 14, 1948. Uriel 
Bachrach was one of the 20 young 
scientists gathered in secret on  
Jerusalem’s Mount Scopus for their 
introduction to the mission. He recalls,  
“Dr. Aharon Katchalsky addressed us: 

the  
Impossible

An ink drawn flag 
raised in what is 
now called Eilat

Achieving Achieving 

 Artillery manufactured
by the Haganah
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Janet Aslin, BFP Writer

‘On May 15, British forces will leave this country. We do not have 
arms or military industries and the Western nations have im-
posed an embargo upon us. It is your duty to save our nation.’”

For the next three weeks, Bachrach and his fellow students 
immersed themselves in military chemistry. None had studied 
the subject before. A.M. Prentis’ book entitled Chemicals in 
War became their textbook. Mornings were spent on theoreti-
cal aspects of subjects like “explosives, incendiaries, smoke 
and gases,” with each student taking a session and teaching 
what he had learned from their improvised textbook. After-
noons were spent in the laboratory, exploring the practical side 
of the morning’s lecture. 

Bachrach observed, “The fact that we were students was 
very helpful in this respect, since we did not hesitate to discuss 
and study subjects that were new to us.” 

Once they finished the classroom portion of their training, 
they tackled tasks such as replicating existing weaponry and 
developing new weapons using the limited resources available 
to them. As demolitions expert Prof. Zvi Pelach later remarked, 
“The young scientists of HEMED were innovative in their out-
looks and produced weapons that were supposed to be im-
possible to produce. It is very likely that because they were so 
young and had limited knowledge, they dared to do things that 
established scientists considered impossible.” 

Desperate Times
In late 1947, an inventory of the Haganah’s (Jewish under-

ground defense force) weapons was done. The results: 10,000 
rifles; 3,800 pistols; no anti-tank weapons; and no artillery. One 
of the most desperate needs was for an anti-tank weapon. The 
decision was made to replicate one that the British had devel-
oped in Word War II—the PIAT (Projector, Infantry, Anti-Tank). A 
PIAT launcher was stolen from the British Army and functioned 
as a model. It was taken apart and drawings prepared of each 
part, which then had to be fabricated at a number of different 
workshops. Some of the parts, such as a spring that was orig-
inally constructed of steel wire of a dimension not available had 
to be modified using multiple strands of a smaller dimension 
steel wire that was smuggled into the country.  

Production of the PIAT shells was no simple matter either. 
One shell was smuggled out of South Africa and dissected to 
determine its exact construction. The hollow shells contained 
the explosive TNT, which was only available in limited amounts. 

A source of contaminated TNT, which was removed from old 
ammunition, was located in Italy, but it needed to be purified. A 
HEMED scientist undertook the dangerous process of purifica-
tion and managed to manufacture the shells successfully. 

Above and Beyond
The activities of HEMED were not limited to replicating ex-

isting weapons but new designs were produced as well. Mosh 
Epstein, a HEMED engineer, explained, “We were trying to de-
velop a recoilless gun, but could not find any information. We 
did not have raw materials and had to start from zero. We used 
water pipe as a barrel and fastened it with a wire. Later, we 
found some pipes that the British had left in Helez, where they 
conducted surveys for the detection of oil. In 1949, we first 
demonstrated the use of the newly developed weapon and hit 
a target at a distance of 800 meters [875 yd.].”  

A comprehensive list of the results of HEMED’s research 
and design is not possible to cover in this article. However, the 
following list includes weapons they studied, with some of them 
going into production: “fuses for detonation, anti-personnel 
mines, anti-vehicle mines, PIAT, flame throwers, anti-tank rifles, 
six-inch mortars and air bombs.” Bachrach’s book, The Power 
of Knowledge—HEMED: The Israeli Science Corps, is a fasci-
nating read and a window into the accomplishments of those 
young men who dared to attempt the impossible.

Laying the Foundation
Not only did the young scientists of HEMED help to save 

their nation, they contributed to the foundation of the scientific 
community in modern Israel. Some returned to the academic 
world, while others continued in the development of defensive 
weaponry. For example, the Iron Dome, a lifesaving weapon 
well-known since 2011, was developed at Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems, originally known as HEMED.  

In conclusion, Avi Peleg, a member of 
the HEMED incendiary group recalls, “We 
were young and educated in different dis-
ciplines. We shared one important com-
mon denominator: a spirit of devotion, 
volunteering and sincere cooperation.” 

Ben-Gurion’s faith in his untried experts 
was not misplaced. 

 Haganah fighters

Arab military 
fighters in 
Jerusalem
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Just over one year ago, Israel was plunged into the dark 
night of war. On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a horrific 
terror attack, sparking a war that continues to wage on. Nearly 
one year later, on October 1, 2024, I was in an airplane flying to 
Israel when Iran fired nearly 200 ballistic missiles into Israel. 
The Israeli man sitting next to me had purchased Wi-Fi and 
was on his phone watching live as the missiles streaked over 
Israeli cities. We watched in horror as the scene unfolded. Sud-
denly, he said to me, “It will be okay. God is with us.” This man 
wasn’t wearing a kippah (yarmulke) or any other religious garb. 
He was a secular Jew who counted on God to rescue Israel. This 
war has caused many in Israel to turn toward God.  

Songs of Praise amid Sorrow
After living in Israel for 33 years, I enjoy Israeli Hebrew mu-

sic and often watch new videos. A few months ago, a new music 
video called Hallelujah was released, featuring popular Israeli 
musicians Moshe Peretz and Yonaton Razel. Peretz is a well 
known pop artist and used to be a judge on the 
X Factor Israel, while Razel is a Jewish religious 
singer. The song is taken from Psalm 150 and 
is a deeply moving anthem of faith. The first 
line of the chorus declares, “With all my soul I 
will praise God…” It is sung with such fervor 
that tears spring to my eyes when I listen to it. 

His Presence in the Darkness
The first hostage the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) found and 

rescued was Ori Megidish. Her family’s faith in God during her 
captivity was remarkable. One news source described their 
actions as follows: “The family waged a holy war, engaging in 
intense prayer and devotional acts focused on the return of 

their daughter.” While Megidish was held 
hostage, her family arranged for a new 
Torah (Gen.–Deut.) scroll to be brought 
into her room before being installed in the 
synagogue, all while the congregation 
sang praises to God and cried out for her 
return. It was at that time that they heard 
she had been rescued. 

Megidish later shared her conviction 
in her own words. “I am a woman of faith. 
My belief in God sustains me, providing 
solace and fortitude. Amidst captivity, I 
felt a profound conviction that divine in-
tervention would deliver me.” 

She isn’t the only hostage to speak in terms of faith. Thirteen-
year-old Yaakov Yagil shared on Instagram that he had a con-
nection with God during his time of captivity. “When I’m often 
asked what my true connection with the Almighty is, I answer 
that during captivity, what kept me going was the belief that I 
wasn’t alone—that He was with me, this One who, although He 
didn’t manage to protect me from being kidnapped, definitely 
protected me throughout my time in captivity.” 

After Yagil’s release, he determined to become closer to 
God. He now wears a kippa, puts on tefillin (phylacteries) and 
attends synagogue. According to Yagil, he wants to express 
his gratitude to God for keeping him safe from the enemy. 

I have prayed for the hostages since the day they were tak-
en. One of the things I pray for is that God will be with them, to 
protect them and that they will feel His presence in the midst of 
danger and evil. These testimonies confirm that those prayers 
are being answered.

Ori Megidish

Faith in  Faith in  
AbundanceAbundance

Scan to listen 
to Hallelujah



Soldiers on the Gaza border 
gather together for prayer.

Faith in Abundance
I stay in contact with many Israeli friends. One politically 

influential friend recently wrote to me, saying, “We are united 
and determined and our faith is strong. I don’t know what is 
coming but believe we are in difficult days for a while. Psalm 
121 is a song in my heart.” I later found out that this psalm has 
been added to the daily prayer services in many synagogues.  

Statistical data shows that many Israelis have turned to 
faith since October 7 in order to cope with grief and the ongo-
ing crisis of war. A poll published in the Jerusalem Post in 
February 2024 found that 33% of Israelis have strengthened 
their faith in God, especially young people between the ages of 
18–29. A total of 63% reported praying more, 59% said they 
are having more conversations with God and 45% recite the 
psalms more often.  

Forward, a Jewish periodical, reports on American Jewish 
life. They wrote that “Jewish leaders across denominations 
have for months been describing a profound religious awaken-
ing in their communities post October 7.”

When the war broke out in October 2023, we started hear-
ing of soldiers requesting tefillin. Tefillin are leather boxes with 
Scripture portions that religious Jews affix to the forehead and 
arm with leather straps during prayer time. This is done be-
cause of the Scripture in Deuteronomy 6:4–9, where we find 
the Shema (“Hear, O Israel”, the centerpiece of Jewish prayer). 
Verse 8 instructs, “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” Many of 

these young men had never worn tefillin before. The Orthodox 
Union website described a presentation ceremony during 
which the soldiers received their tefillin. “There was joy and 
hugging, there were blessings, and kind words and most of all 
there was emunah, faith, in abundance.” 

He Who Watches Over Israel
Stories of military missions and miracles began to surface al-

most as the war broke out. Ron Ben-Yishai, a veteran Israeli war 
correspondent, who has been in Gaza multiple times since the 
beginning of the war, says this has been a war that has solidified 
emunah. “The whole war, you could really feel Hashem (God)…
Here you see people who never believed who started coming to 
shul (synagogue services)…Every time we go into a battle, we 
blow the shofar (ram’s horn) and pray. You really feel that this is 
a Jewish army. We’re doing what we need to do for Eretz Yisrael 
(the Land of Israel) and that’s where you feel really close to God.”

Psalm 121:4 describes God as the 
Guardian of Israel who watches (guards or 
keeps) over this Land and its people with-
out slumbering or sleeping. I am thankful 
that the God of Israel is alive and active, 
and that He is still reaching out to the peo-
ple of Israel with love and care.

Rebecca J. Brimmer,  
International President



“We are proud of our traditions; we are proud of 
our Christian friends. The State of Israel would 
not have come into being if it weren’t for the 
avid support of Christians. So thank you. 
Thank you all for standing up with Israel; for 
standing up for the truth.”

—Benjamin Netanyahu, prime minister 
of Israel 

“I want to thank you, our Christian 
brothers and sisters, for your support. 
As we’ve moved through this year, 
you’ve literally held us up on your shoul-
ders with your love and support. Yes, 
we are strong and resilient, but we can’t 
be strong and resilient all the time. Like 
a vase, Israel and the Jewish people have 

been thrown to the floor. We were broken, 
but the broken pieces were picked up and 

put back together. We might appear to be 
fixed, but we will never be the same again. 
Like the magnificent Iron Dome defense ar-
ray protecting the skies over Israel, your 
prayers and support provide the spiritual 
Iron Dome resting over our nation.”

—Rolene Marks, freelance journalist 
and broadcaster 

“Dear friends. I don’t know who you are, but you 
are my angels. The principal of the school told me 
that you are not even Jewish—that you are Christian 
friends of the Jewish children of Bet Shemesh. 
May the Lord bless you with good health for all the 
love you have for my children. Thanks to your gen-
erosity, my children receive all the school supplies 
they need to be successful. They eat hot meals 
every day. They join all the school activities. And 
my life has changed. Now, I don’t have to worry 
about school payments for my children. With the 
little money I earn, I can pay for electricity and wa-
ter, and send my children to school with a small 
sandwich. I could never do that before. You are 
my angels. Thank you, and God bless you.”

—Aliza, mother of children formerly on the 
Bridges for Peace Feed a Child Program

“We want to express our deep gratitude for your 
support and help. This year was not easy for our 
small family…as well as for the country. However, 
thanks to you, we felt like part of a large, friendly 
family. Your help is very important. Thank you!”

—Alexey and Tatyana Ashkinadze, recipients 
on the Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

It was just another day on the bus. I made small talk with the woman beside 
me, sharing about Bridges for Peace and our programs here in the land. “I am a 
Christian volunteer,” I explained.

She looked at me in shock. “A Christian?” She couldn’t believe it. Tears filled 
her eyes as she expressed her gratitude in broken English: “Todah, todah, todah 
rabah!” (Thank you, thank you, thank you very much!)

In these difficult times of war and hatred, anyone who stands with Israel is 
a cherished ally—even a stranger on the bus. With over 50 years of service in 
Israel, Bridges for Peace has received countless “todas” and “thank-yous.” 

We want to share with you a few of those words of gratitude from across 
Israel—from the prime minister to the recipients of our programs.

Todah Rabah  (Thank You) from Israel to You
Q

uo
te

s
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“As I finish my second year of university and transition 
into my third at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, your 
assistance has been a beacon of stability during a chal-
lenging period. This past year has been particularly 
stressful due to the ongoing conflict in Israel. After active 
reserve duty, it was comforting to know that I did not 
have to worry about groceries!”

—Atarah, recipient on the  
Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

“I want to extend my heartfelt thanks for your in-
credible support. Your sponsorship has shown that 
compassionate individuals and organizations believe in 
the potential and perseverance of new immigrants. Your 
commitment to fostering peace and assisting newcom-
ers like me in finding our footing is truly admirable. It’s 
reassuring to know that I am not alone and that there are 
caring people like you supporting me.”

—Ulyana Khitro, recipient on the  
Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

“You are like a ray of hope that good is stronger and 
will conquer this darkness!”

—Anatoly, immigrant escaping from the war in 
Ukraine and recipient on the  

Bridges for Peace Food Program

“My little family—my daughter Katerina and I—thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts for the help you provided 
us during the difficult period of adaptation in Israel after 
aliyah [immigration to Israel]. Thanks to your support, I 
was able to pay for additional classes for my daughter, 
allowing her to discover her talents, make friends and 
cope with the language barrier.”

—Khorolski family, recipients on the  
Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

“Six years have passed in a flash since the first time 
you helped and embraced me with warmth and love. I am 
now finishing my 12 years of education. I am so proud of 
myself and my accomplishments, and I am even prouder 
that you have been and still are a significant part of my life. 
Thank you for the love, support and hugs from afar. Thank 
you for everything. I hope God rewards you tenfold!”

—Hannah, former recipient on the  
Bridges for Peace Feed a Child Program

“Thanks to you, we were able to enjoy fresh fruits and 
vegetables. We also used the gift cards we received during 
the holidays to buy gifts and clothes for our daughters. Our 
lives have changed significantly. My husband is now work-
ing for a good company, and I plan to start working once 
our baby girl begins kindergarten. We believe we are mov-
ing closer to the life we’ve always dreamed of here in Israel, 
and we are truly thankful!”

—Markovits family, recipients on the  
Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

“This [Adoption] program is unlike any other as it gives 
the Jewish people exactly what they need, when they need 
it. Other programs provide flashy gifts. However, Bridges 
for Peace helps on the most practical level. Obviously, the 
food, but also scarves in the winter, a beautiful picture to 
put in our home and a monthly bus pass. It is the program 

that is most in touch with the needs of 
real people, and it has helped us im-
mensely over the last year. We wanted 
to thank everyone involved!”

—Gabe and Ilana Faber, former 
recipients on the  

Bridges for Peace Adoption Program

Zoë McHenry, BFP Writer



Don’t just read about biblical prophecy, join our 
team of volunteers in Israel to live it out. 

Grow in your relationship with God while making a 
difference in the lives of the people of Israel. 
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TOURS
CANADA
ISRAEL, THE LAND OF PROMISE, BOTH THEN AND TODAY 
July 20–31, 2025 Hosted by: Réal Bois
Explore the Land promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their de-
scendants. We travel from the Galilee in the north to the Dead Sea in 
the south. No tour would be complete without exploring Jerusalem, 
the City of the Great King!
rbois@bfpcan.org      204-470-1029 

NEW ZEALAND
ISRAEL PILGRIMAGE TOUR TBA Hosted by: Beth Mather
Please contact the office for more information.

UNITED KINGDOM
ISRAEL TOURS Dates available throughout 2025
Hosted by: Michael and Sian Treharne
Throughout 2025, we will host seven-day tours for small groups of 
four to eight people in Israel, which will include a visit to the Jerusalem 
Assistance Center.
ukoffice@bridgesforpeace.com      01656739494/03301538085

UNITED STATES
LAND OF THE BIBLE STUDY TOUR 2025
March 16–29, 2025 Hosted by: Dr. Bill and Lizzie Adams
Travel the Land of the Bible with your seasoned hosts Dr. Bill and 
Lizzie Adams and expert guide Allen Rabinowitz. Track the footsteps 
of Jesus (Yeshua), Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the prophets and the 
apostles. This life-changing experience includes connecting with 
modern heroes of Israel, including a service opportunity in an Israeli 
community. Join us! 



December 2024 • 29

Making the fillingMaking the filling
1.	 Sauté the chopped onion and garlic until fragrant and 

translucent. 
2.	 Add the ground beef, salt and pepper. Continue to cook for 

10 to 12 minutes, breaking up the meat. 
3.	 Transfer the filling to a bowl, allowing it to cool in the fridge 

for about an hour. 

Making the doughMaking the dough
1.	 In a large bowl, combine the semolina, oil and salt. 
2.	 Gradually add the water and combine using your hands.
3.	 Let the mixture rest for 15 to 20 minutes to allow the dough 

to thicken.

Making the Making the kubbehkubbeh
1.	 Oil your hands. 
2.	 Divide the dough into 1.5-inch (4-cm.) balls.  
3.	 Flatten each dough piece and place 1 to 2 teaspoons of the 

meat filling in the center. 
4.	 Fold the dough around the meat and pinch the edges 

together to form a parcel. Roll each ball between oiled palms 
to seal the cracks and smooth the edges. 

5.	 Allow the kubbeh to rest in the fridge for about 30 minutes. 

Making the soupMaking the soup
1.	 In a large pot, add the oil, onion, garlic, paprika, turmeric, 

cumin, sugar, salt and pepper. 
2.	 Fry over medium heat for approximately 5 minutes, stirring 

occasionally until the onions begin to caramelize. 
3.	 Add the tomato paste and cook for an additional 1 minute.
4.	 Add the water, pumpkin cubes and celery, and bring to 

the boil. 
5.	 Once the soup is boiling, reduce the heat, cover with a lid 

and simmer for 35 to 45 minutes, until the pumpkin is tender. 
6.	 Gently add the kubbeh one by one, cover and simmer 

over medium heat for an additional 30 minutes, stirring 
occasionally. 

Kubbeh is a hearty meat-filled semolina dumpling which 
originated among Jewish communities in the Levant and then 
brought to Israel by Iraqi Jews coming home after millennia 
in dispersion. Kubbeh can be eaten on its own as a savory 
snack or light meal, but in winter, these nuggets are usually 
simmered in bright red beet broth or golden-hued pumpkin 
soup alongside chunks of tender vegetables, making for a 
comforting meal on chilly days.

Winter Warmer Winter Warmer KubbehKubbeh Soup Soup

KubbehKubbeh dough dough
3 c. semolina
3 Tbs. olive oil
½ tsp. salt 
1 ½ c. water

KubbehKubbeh filling filling
1 large onion, finely chopped
3 cloves of garlic, crushed
1 lb. (450 g.) ground beef
½ tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. black pepper
Oil for frying
	
SoupSoup
¼ c. oil
1 large onion, finely chopped 
4 cloves of garlic, crushed
1 Tbs. sweet paprika 
1 tsp. turmeric
½ tsp. cumin
1 Tbs. sugar 
1 Tbs. salt
¼ tsp. black pepper
4 Tbs. tomato paste
2 lb. (900 g.) pumpkin, cut into 
small cubes
2–3 celery stalks, cut into rings
7–8 c. water

Serves 8
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THE MOTHER OF YOTAM HAIM—who was mistakenly killed 
by Israel Defense Forces [IDF] soldiers from the 828th Bis-
lach Brigade while he, Alon Shamriz and Samer Fouad Talalka 
were in the process of escaping from Hamas captivity—has 
again exhibited spiritual superiority.

In October, Iris Haim posted a voice message in the bri-
gade’s WhatsApp group to express her gratitude for their 
elimination of the architect of the October 7, 2023 massacre.

“Exactly 10 months ago, I told you to keep fighting and not 
to [carry any guilt for the incident]...Today, you did what we’ve 
all been waiting for. You continue to save us, the people of 
Israel. You killed Yahya Sinwar. I am so, so proud of our sol-
diers. I love you. I hug you from afar.”

In one of the most tragic incidents of the war, Yotam, Alon 
and Samer were misidentified as terrorists and shot by the 
troops fighting to rescue them. While the entire Israel mourn-
ed, the young men responsible suffered unfathomable guilt 
and grief. 

When the identity of the trio was released, the whole coun-
try emitted an additional gasp. By this point, Iris had become a 
household name for her many interviews urging national unity. 
Recounting stories about Yotam, she repeatedly said that in-
ternecine battles only serve to weaken the country during its 
defensive war. 

Israelis admire her ability to set aside politics and blame 
Hamas exclusively for what befell even her own child. She 
managed to remain graceful and gracious through her tears, 
including after being informed of the manner in which Yotam 
lost his life.

Grasping the impossible situation on the asymmetrical 
battlefield, Iris knew that the boys behind the “friendly fire” 
must have believed they were facing the enemy. She also un-
derstood that they would never forgive themselves. So she 
sent a recording to their unit.

“Hello to Brigade 7828 Bislach Battalion 17. This is Iris 
Haim. I am Yotam’s mother. I wanted to tell you that I love you 
very much and I’m hugging you from afar. I know that every-
thing that happened wasn’t your fault at all. It was no one’s 
fault except for Hamas.”

She then extended an invitation.

“At the first opportunity, you are welcome to come visit 
us…We want to see you with our own eyes, to embrace you 
and tell you what you did, as painful and sad as it is to say 
such a thing, was probably the right thing to do at that mo-
ment. None of us is judging you or angry—not me, not my 
husband, not my daughter, not Yotam of blessed memory, and 
not Yotam’s brother.”

Nothing can erase the sorrow of the Haim clan or the young 
men from Bislach. But there is some comfort in the poetic—or 
divine—justice that led the latter to Sinwar’s location.

Ruthie Blum, Jewish News Syndicate

Mother of Hostage Killed 
by Friendly Fire Comes 
Full Circle

Iris Haim speaking at a conference
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BRIDGES FOR PEACE International CEO Rev. Peter Fast 
ranked among top Christian supporters of Israel in a list pub-
lished by the Israel Allies Foundation.

The annual list is released each year ahead of Sukkot, the 
Feast of Tabernacles, and includes Christian supporters of 
Israel—pastors, businesspeople, former politicians, perform-
ers and other influential Christians who stand with Israel and 
the Jewish people. Fast ranked number 14 on the list. 

“I am deeply humbled to be included in such a prestigious 
list of faith-driven men and women who stand with Israel,” 
Fast said. “For over 50 years, Bridges for Peace has sought to 
be a beacon of light, comfort, solidarity, support and love 
to Jewish people around the world and in Israel.

“This light is needed more than ever today in the wake of 
October 7, 2023,” Fast continued, “as Israel fights for its sur-
vival while millions around the world question Israel’s right to 
exist and spew hate.

“I’ve dedicated my life to being such a light through the 
work of Bridges for Peace,” Fast explained. “I stand alongside 
millions of other Christians around the world who are willing 
to count the cost to oppose evil and stand for righteousness.”

The Israel Allies Foundation’s list is in accordance with 
biblical prophecy found in Zechariah 14:16, which says in the 
end times, Gentile nations “…shall go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles.”

Kate Norman, Bridges for Peace

MONTHS OF NEGOTIATIONS, successes and setbacks cul-
minated in the rescue of Fawzia Amin Sido, a Yazidi woman 
who was sold to a Hamas terrorist affiliated with ISIS in 2014 
and was rescued in October from Gaza. The man behind the 
operation was Steve Maman, a Canadian–Moroccan Jewish 
businessman, known as the “Jewish Schindler” for his efforts 
in rescuing more than 100 Yazidi girls from ISIS.

Maman described the intense months leading up to the 
rescue, involving high-level political and military contacts in 
Israel and the US. “It all started in November 2023,” Maman 
said. “Fawzia managed to upload a TikTok video, and her fam-
ily realized she was alive.” 

From that moment, the family knew they had to contact 
Maman because of his experience with the Yazidis.

In a 2015 interview, Maman said Oscar Schindler, who 
saved about 1,200 Jews during the Holocaust, had been a 
major inspiration. Growing up in Morocco, he learned about 
coexistence and heard stories about King Mohammed V, who 
Moroccan Jews regard as a hero for protecting them during 
World War II. 

“It was the hardest rescue operation I’ve ever done,” Ma-
man explained. “The geopolitical challenges between Iraq 
and Israel, two countries that don’t communicate, made it dif-
ficult. I eventually had to divide the tasks and work with each 
side separately.”

Maman said they trained Fawzia for months, teaching 
her to familiarize herself with the area in Gaza and approach 
Israeli forces. “We trained her to make contact with the sol-
diers, identify fences and spot potential crossings,” he said. 

In May, Maman visited Israel and shared Fawzia’s story 
during a Knesset [parliament] meeting. “I said, ‘There’s an op-
tion. I’m here now. There’s a Yazidi girl in Gaza. Let’s try to 
solve this diplomatically.’”

Fawzia endured a harrowing ordeal in Gaza, with experi-
ences too painful to put into words. 

“Israel participated in the rescue,” Maman emphasized. 
“This story shows the Palestinians don’t just have a problem 
with Jews but with every other non-Jew or someone who isn’t 
Muslim. This is the proof—a Yazidi woman held hostage.”

Lior Ben Ari, Ynetnews

Bridges For Peace CEO 
Ranked among Top Christian 
Israel Supporters

Enslaved by ISIS, 
Liberated by Israel 
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CHECK OUT OUR OTHER PROJECTS
Visit www.bridgesforpeace.com/learn/bridges-for-peace-in-action/ 
or scan the QR Code

PRINTABLE COUPON
If you require a printable donation coupon,
please visit www.bridgesforpeace.com/coupon

Partner with Us to 

Bless Israel
CRISIS ASSISTANCE 
FUND 

Your gifts enable us to respond 
quickly to crisis situations. These 
may include critical needs, such as 
bomb shelters, ambulances or help 

for emergency situations, such as terror-motivated arson attacks 
and more. 

VICTIMS OF TERROR 

We deliver special cheer baskets 
to anyone touched by terrorism. 
Special needs, such as wheel-
chairs, food vouchers and finan-
cial assistance for medical bills 

are provided for those in long-term rehabilitation. 

WIDOWS & ORPHANS

God invites us in Isaiah 1:17 to 
partner with Him to “defend the fa-
therless” and “plead for the wid-
ow.” We assist those in need by 
providing food parcels to help 

make ends meet and put food on empty tables. 

ADOPT AN  
ISRAELI TOWN

Show compassion to needy fami-
lies by supporting one of 23 Israeli 
towns that are experiencing severe 
economic hardship. We work with 

community officials across Israel to ensure those in need are fed.
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Food 
Project

Will you help feed the homefront as Israel 
fights the war?
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LOVING GOD: 
THE ANSWER FOR A 
TROUBLED WORLD
Rebecca J. Brimmer
This book explores how 
Jesus’ truth provides the 
answers our troubled
world needs.

ORDER ONLINE
Scan the QR code or go to 
shop.bridgesforpeace.com

PRINTABLE FORM
If you require a printable 
order form, please visit
www.bridgesforpeace.
com/coupon

HEBRAIC ROOTS: THE 
BIBLE IN CONTEXT
Rebecca J. Brimmer
Concepts that are some- 
times complex and foreign 
to our Western worldview 
are explained from a 
Hebraic perspective. 

SCRIBES & SCHOLARS
Cheryl Hauer
Learn about the Hebrew 
language: write it, speak it, 
mix your own ink and make 
a biblical scroll. Includes fun 
activities and 40 Hebrew 
flash cards. (Ages 11–14)

ISRAEL: THE LAND AND 
THE PEOPLE
Cheryl Hauer
Through puzzles, games, 
crafts and other activities, 
children will learn about 
Israel’s land, people, food 
and language…and have fun 
doing it! (Ages 7–12)

 ISRAEL & THE CHURCH: 
GOD’S ROAD MAP
Rebecca J. Brimmer & BFP 
Leaders
Excellent for small group or 
personal study. This book 
includes study questions.

A GENTILE WITH THE 
HEART OF A JEW
Calvin B. Hanson
The life of Dr. G. Douglas 
Young, founder of Bridges 
for Peace, will inspire you to 
stand with Israel.

THE BLESSING
Carolin Sadler
Join a Jewish family as they 
joyfully share their Shabbat 
(Sabbath) traditions. The 
fourth commandment will 
become personal as your 
family learns to experience 
God’s rest. (Ages 7–12) 

CELEBRATE WITH ISRAEL  
HOLIDAY COLORING BOOK
Children will experience the 
joy and excitement of 
Israel’s festival cycle 
through our holiday coloring 
book, a great introduction to 
life in Israel. 

TRIBES OF ISRAEL
Cheryl Hauer
Well-known Bible stories 
come alive as your children 
read about the tribal lifestyle 
of the patriarchs. The book 
includes activities that will 
enrich their understanding. 
(Ages 11–14)  

ISRAEL TOUR JOURNAL REVISED EDITION
BFP & MIUD Leadership
Your must-have travel companion 
through Israel. Each page describes 
an important biblical site, offers spirit-
ual application and modern life les-
sons and provides Scripture verses.
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Comfort Israel
HELP ISRAEL TRADE
SORROW FOR JOY 

“For I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort 
them, and give them joy for their sorrow” (Jeremiah 31:13b).

Your year-end gifts to Bridges for Peace will bring comfort and 
joy to Israel in this unprecedented season of suffering.  

Visit bfplegacy.org for helpful resources:

•	  Research What to Give and How to Give

•	  Use Calculators to see your income and tax benefits

•	  Read Donor Stories that may address your situation    

Rev. Andy Benedick
800-566-1998

321-361-8633 (call or text)
legacy@bfpusa.org

Thanks to your generous support, we are now able 
to make Israel Unfiltered: Confronting the Realities 
of War available for FREE! 

Visit 
I S R A E L U N F I L T E R E D . T V 

or scan below to watch

This hard-hitting investigative series provides an insider’s 
view of October 7 and the ensuing war. It features interviews 
with world-renowned experts like Col. (Ret.) Richard Kemp, 
Dr. Jonathan Spyer, Itamar Marcus, Neil Lazarus and others.

Thanks to your generous support, we are now 

able to make Israel Unfiltered: Confronting the 

Realities of War available for FREE! 

This hard-hitting investigative series provides an insider’s 
view of October 7 and the ensuing war. It features interviews 
with world-renowned experts like Col. (Ret.) Richard Kemp, 
Dr. Jonathan Spyer, Itamar Marcus, Neil Lazarus and others.

Visit 
I S R A E L U N F I LT E R E D . T V 

or scan below to watch
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LIVE OUT YOUR FAITH
11 months (July 20, 2025 – June 18, 2026)

Serve Israel at this critical moment in history. Join us in living what 
you believe, acting on your faith and making a practical difference 
in the lives of Jewish people in Israel.

Learn how you can apply before the March 31, 2025 deadline.

Apply Now
@zealous_82
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