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| HAVE NEVER WEPT SO MUCH IN MY LIFE as I did on a daily
basis in the months following the Hamas terror attack on October
7, 2023. | still do from time to time. And | have to confess, histori-
cally, | have not been someone who tears up and cries easily. This
is not to say I’'m like a robot without emotion, but simply that |
typically do not cry at every tragic report or sad thing | encounter.
However, the events of October 7 and the war that followed have
left me deeply affected and grieving for the absolute pain and trau-
ma this nation has experienced.

In the months since that awful day, | have met with survivors
who had loved ones murdered before their eyes. Some held their
children to an open window as they gasped for fresh air while
their home burned around them. | have sat with people who had
family members kidnapped and taken hostage to Gaza, not know-
ing if they’re even alive. | have met with people who fled for their
lives from the Nova festival, one woman watching in horror as her
two friends were gunned down while she was shot in the stomach
and legs. She told me through tears—while | wept too—how she
crawled under a tank holding her bloody wounds and prayed for
God to save her! He did.

| have talked with battle-hardened soldiers who told me of
gut-wrenching sights they saw while in combat, or how they lost
friends. | have met soldiers and security guards who fought for
their lives against Hamas terrorists for 24 hours on October 7 and
now struggle with PTSD. | have held sobbing Israelis in my arms
who spoke of decapitated babies, raped girls and women, or who
heard their neighbors burning to death. | stared into the face of a
weeping rabbi, a clinical psychologist for children, who said, “All |
want to do is cry every day. | look into the eyes of each child and
all I see is a black hole.” | held him in my arms as we both cried.

ﬁolos of residents kidnapped from Kfar Aza
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| personally live with the memories of seeing a taste of war
with my own eyes, as | drove 500 bags of food down to Sderot
on October 9, 2023. At that time, gun battles still raged, missiles
streaked through the sky and the sight of burned cars littered the
highways. | saw machine-gunned bomb shelters, which had
housed frightened Israelis during the massacre, only to become
their death-traps. Not all the corpses had even been collected by
that time, and it was like an apocalyptic sight driving into Sderot.
I, like millions of Israelis, including Bridges for Peace volunteers
and staff, experienced time and time again running to a bomb
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shelter with my frightened children in my arms as missiles were
intercepted above our heads.

But | cannot end on this note. Everything you have just read is
about darkness, suffering, survival and battling evil. What | have
also seen is hope, strength, joy and the faithfulness of God. Since
October 7, 2023, | have seen God’s hand in miraculous ways. He is
restoring hope in the nation of Israel as people see His hand of pres-
ervation. They see the Iranian ballistic missiles intercepted above
their cities, an unprecedented thing in modern warfare, and they
have hope. They see their people returning to the south and north.
They witness the collapse of their enemies as Israelis have mustered
together in strength and unity. However, more and more lIsraelis
have testified that it is the God of Israel who watches over this na-
tion and fights on their behalf. It is because of the God of Israel that
Israel survives and exists as a nation. It is the God of Israel who is
regathering His people back to the Land after 2,000 years. This
restores hope, strength and joy. The nation is awakening to the
faithfulness of God.

Bridges for Peace is being used in the epicenter of what God
is doing. Despite the collapse and confusion of Israel’s enemies,
such as the seismic activity of chaos in Syria and Iran, Israel is
witnessing Christian love like they have never experienced it in
their history.

When Hamas broke through the border and slaughtered count-
less Israelis, Jews and Arabs, young and old, not one person serv-
ing with Bridges for Peace packed their bags and fled. Even when
the nations of the world were calling on their citizens to leave Israel,
we stayed. Bridges for Peace remained! In fact, we did not just keep
doing what we were doing. The Lord emboldened us and opened
doors of opportunity to do magnificent, even supernatural things
to bless Israelis in their darkest hour.

As millions of dollars poured in from
dedicated Christians like yourself, you
gave us the ability and the honor to
comfort Zion on your behalf. We pur-
chased ambulances, handed out thou-
sands of bags of food and clothing,
purchased generators and medical aid,
provided bullet-proof bomb shelter
doors, grocery cards and appliances.
We paid the rent for devastated fami-
lies, picked fruit and vegetables on
farms in the south, invested in security
monitoring systems in Re’im (a com-
munity that was overrun by terrorists on
October 7), brought Christmas pres-
ents to Christian Arab children in the north, toured bombed cities
with mayors, attended funerals and weddings, sat with families in
mourning and much more. We have blessed the people of Israel,
but have also counted the cost and stood with the Jewish commu-
nity in the nations so they do not feel alone.

OF THE PEOPLE IN |SRAE&
W MW Ny 0m

Re’im security system
auk

ELEs ( & R
Daniel Kirchhevel/bridgesforpeace.com

This is Bridges for Peace! Will you partner with us in these days
to make a difference and push back the darkness as we stand in
the gap as a light? Let’s bring hope, strength and joy to the people
of Israel as we all see the faithfulness of God. Please give to our
Crisis Assistance Fund today!

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13). E E

With hope for the future,
Rev. Peter J. Fast
International CEO
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Payment Options
Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
. . US and Canad ift: tax-deductible.
Crisis Assistance Fund ane manadian gifs are fxeceductie ‘
PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on
OusS$50 DCUS$100 OUS$200 CIUS$500 CIUS $1,000 CIUS $ (Other) “Donate>Bless Israel.”
VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX
GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $ IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $ Name on card
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $ NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $ Gard number
CWV code (3 digit number on back of card)
INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC PROJECTS FUND CHEER BASKET US $25/basket
Expires Today’s date
uss$ SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/kit S
ignature
FOOD PROJECT US $ HOME REPAIR US $ .
Contact Information
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment) VICTIMS OF TERROR US $ Name
US $65/month DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $ Address
FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment) CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $ City
State/Region
US $65/month ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $ Code
US $ one-time gift ZEALOUS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $ Country
PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift) VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $ Telephone ( )
EDUCATION AND ADVOGACY FUND VEHICLE FUND US $ Email
Us$ SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $ | will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year cormmitmen) | also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.
| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future
Minimum US $150/month | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO generations.
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) US $45 (or any size gifY PROJECT Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
OF US $ programs.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND US $ Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $ TOTAI_ $ and address(es) are attached.
; By filling in this contact form | give permission to receive
Enclose amount in US dollars or your currenc:
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS US $ equivalent. Indicate yourcuréncy Symboﬁ communication from Bridges for Peace International and my
national office.
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